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Eastex comes up smelling of Roses

Businesses and other organisations in Peterborough and surrounding areas continue
to make big gains from goods passed on through the new materials exchange, Eastex.

Since going live just three months ago the free service has saved local businesses
thousands of pounds on waste disposal costs as well as giving others access to hundreds of
tonnes of valuable goods that would otherwise end up in Landfill.

The exchange aims to find homes for everything from everyday items to the more bizarre
such as 3 tonnes of potpourri which was recently donated to the education and play
community group, ComPASS Re-store by Peterborough-based cosmetics firm “Potter and
Moore”. Lesley Thomas, Project Manager for Re-store says, “we are always looking for new
materials for our members to use in art and craft applications. Eastex has provided us with
just that, as well as helping us to become more widely known among businesses locally. “

lan Tennant who co-ordinates the region-wide materials exchange from offices at
Peterborough Environment City Trust urges business to make the most of the free service,
“using this pioneering waste resource can not only reduces your waste disposal costs but
improves your social and environmental performance”.

Support from the business world

Whilst a drive for productivity often results in thriftless resource usage is in the workplace,
businesses seem quick to relate to the idea of a materials exchange. lan goes on to say, “It
is surprising and heartening to hear so many people show a genuine concern about the
amount of useful materials thrown away by their business. The only problem is, they simply
don’t know what to do with these items — and with a lack of storage space or time to spend
looking for alternative outlets the easiest option is to send their redundant goods to the tip.”
However, once people start thinking about materials flowing through their organisation more
and more waste streams that can be reused are identified.

This has been demonstrated recently by the goods given to the charity "Mercy Ships" which
uses hospital ships to provide free healthcare to the poorest people in the world. Justin
Watkins procurement manager for the charity says, “A wide range of goods are used in this
work, and Eastex has helped us to source some of the more unusual ones, including a
fireproof safe, a shredder, whiteboards, and plywood sheet for use in our construction
projects, for example to build clinics in Africa.”

You've paid for it don’t waste it!

Funding for the project has been awarded by the East of England Development Agency from
Defra’s Business Resource Efficiency and Waste (BREW) Programme, which ultimately
comes from the landfill tax. Richard Ellis, chair of EEDA, said: “This is just one of a number
of initiatives which the East of England Development Agency and our partners will be funding
and promoting to ensure waste in all it's forms such as rubbish, redundant stock, and surplus
raw materials is reused where it can be. By connecting people, the site can help save
money, introduce efficiency savings and tackle the environmental damage that landfill can



cause.” In addition to this BREW funding, Eastex benefits from the support of county and
local councils in the area.

Materials are added to the website every week. Simply logon to www.eastex.org.uk to
search for materials. To add your required or surplus items, complete a simple online
registration form to your local exchange or contact your county manager.

END

Notes to Editor

1. Landfill tax is paid on top of normal landfill fees by businesses and local authorities that want to
dispose of waste using a landfill site. It is designed to encourage businesses to produce less
waste and to use alternative forms of waste management.

2. In 2006/07 Defra’s BREW programme will award £90million. For further information see
www.defra.gov.uk/environment/waste/brew

3. Peterborough Environment City Trust (PECT) is a charity set up following Peterborough’s
designation as a UK Environment City. PECT carries out research and implements practical
projects to protect and improve the environment. Our mission at PECT is to lead and support the
city in delivering growth and regeneration in a truly environmentally sustainable way. As a
successful charity we work with a wide variety of stakeholders to make a difference for our
environment — through innovation, enterprise and commitment to action on the ground. PECT
has a strong track record of delivering projects of regional and national significance. It has a staff
of 25 working on initiatives from green spaces to business environmental management to
sustainable communities and lifestyles.
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